COMMON   CORN   RATTLE,  Rhinanthus minor L.

362. Common Corn Rattle, Rhinanthus minor L. (X J); an
annual with simple or branched stems up to about I ft. high,
slightly hairy on the flattened part below the nodes; roots semi-
parasitic on those of grasses and other herbs; leaves opposite,
sessile, narrowly lanceolate, very coarsely toothed (serrate),
clothed with very short stiff hairs like some of the Borage family?
flowers in a rather dense spike-like raceme, with spreading leafy
bracts; calyx (A, X 2) inflated and nearly orbicular, contracted

into 4 small short teeth and covered with a close network of veins;
corolla 2-lipped, yellow, sometimes with a purple spot on the
upper or^both lips, upper lip hooded, hiding the stamens and
style, lower lip (B, X li) 3-lobed; stamens (C, X 2) 4, in pairs;
anthers held together by woolly hairs; ovary ellipsoid (D, X li);
style arched inside the hood, slightly hairy, stigma capitate;
capsule (E, X U) enclosed in the persistent inflated mem-
branous calyx, compressed, splitting into 2 halves; seeds (F, X 2)
compressed, kidney-shaped, broadly winged (family SCM-
phutariaceae),

In pastures, and widely distributed in the northern hemi-
sphere.
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